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beginning the impress of Christian influences. At first
those influences were chiefly if not entirely felt, so far as
the state of war was concerned, in the improvement, of
the rules which deal with the conduct of actual hostilities.
But of late years a further step has been taken, and an
attempt made with no small share of success to apply
Christian morality to the regulation of those passions
and interests which impel nations into war. It is, of
course, no new discovery that Christianity is a religion
of peace, any more than it was a new discovery at the
beginning of the seventeenth century that Christianity
was a religion of mercy. The innovation now, as then,
consists in getting people to give a real heartfelt assent
to propositions which they have been repeating all their
lives, and to regulate their conduct by precepts which
they have formerly been content to treat with distant
respect.

Now, without entering upon disputed questions as to
the exact meaning of certain passages in the Gospels
about non-resistance, we may assert with the utmost
confidence that Christianity regards war as an evil, and
an evil so great that Christian states should make the
most strenuous efforts to avoid it. The world will not
be governed on Christian principles till some more
rational and less cruel method of settling disputes has
been substituted for an appeal to force. In proportion,
therefore, as Christianity succeeds in influencing the
conduct of states in their mutual relations, war will
become more and more rare; and if ever mankind reaches
perfection, it will be unknown. There cannot be a doubt
that what we may call Christian views of war have be-
come far more influential of late years. It is not merely
that the profession of arms is no longer considered the